
This is my final ever newsletter and I am writing with a heavy heart. I have had such a wonderful time being the 
Principal at West Vale and I am always so proud of the children and staff. Over my time here the school has 
moved forward tremendously and I feel confident that I am leaving the school in a secure place. Teaching and 
learning is transformed, pastoral care and behaviour is at the forefront and our place in the community is core. I 
am incredibly proud of the hard work of staff, children and parents in making West Vale Academy the amazing 
school it is. A huge thank you to everyone for making my time here so enjoyable. 
The Christmas Fair was a huge success and it was wonderful to see so many of you supporting it. The PFA did a 
fantastic job but they are very limited in members and do need some new recruits. Our children were a credit at 
the recent Panathlon games held at North Bridge overall coming second and once again praise was given by  
other school around their behaviour and sportsmanship. we have lots of exciting pans for the new year with 
parts of school getting a decorating facelift, new furniture and artificial grass for part of the playground. We also 
had Councillor Cook and Councillor Patient in to discuss climate matters with the Eco-warriers and            
Changemakers, They were very impressed to hear about how as a school we are getting involved with the local 
community. 
Remember if you are able to support the Changemakers to collect your child at 1pm on the last day of term. If 
you are unable to do this school remains open, as does OOSC. 
All that is left for me to say is a Merry Christmas to you all and all the very best for 2022. 

 

December  2021 

Message from Mrs Gardiner 

 

 

Facebook and Twitter 

We are now updating the Twitter and Facebook pages regularly, 

please follow us on : 

@westvaleacademy  

 West Vale Academy    

Contact update 

Please could you ensure that all your contact information is up to 

date with school.  If you change your address or mobile numbers 

we need to know so that we hold the correct details. 

Dates for your Diary   

Monday 13th Dec Class One Nativity 

Tuesday 14th Dec Class Two Christmas Show 

Wednesday 15th Dec KS2 service 

Thursday 16th Dec Christmas Party Day 

Friday 17th Dec Reward day—singing competition 

Friday 17th Dec Christmas Lunch  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year  



         Need Support?  - Numbers you may find useful 
Women’s Domestic Violence – 0808 2000 247 Men’s Domestic Violence Helpline - 0808 801 0327   Childline - 0800 1111  

NSPCC 24 hour free phone service - 0808 800 5000    Police (if not urgent)- 101    Women's refuge – 0845 155 1485 Social Services – 01422 393336 

  Safeguarding Children—If you are ever concerned about any child please speak to Mrs Gardiner or Mrs Lawrence 

 

Class 2 

 

 

Class 4 

Class 3 have really enjoyed celebrating Christmas this year. We have had 
Open Book to deliver a special Christmas assembly where they told us the 
nativity story. We have also been practising for our KS2 performance for 
Bethesda Church. We're so excited to be part of KS2 this year to sing the 
carols and present the nativity.   

Class 5 

Class five have been studying and  

drawing feathers and birds in their art 

lessons. They used light coloured     

pencils on dark backgrounds. We think 

their work looks amazing.    Elsewhere 

in the curriculum we have just finished 

our English book, ‘Journey to Jo’burg’ 

and written biographies and formal        

persuasive letters.  

Class 6 

Class 6 have had a busy end to the autumn term completing 

their fractions work and writing newspaper recounts. Many 

of the children were hotseated and role played characters 

from the animation - the Lighthouse - in their English       

lessons. They made beautiful Christmas decorations for the 

school tree on templates provided by Sheard Packaging. In 

their topic work their focus has been on Geography and they 

have compared characteristics of the four countries of the 

UK.    

Class 1 

 

In our Colour Chaos unit of Art, Class One have been learning 

about using and mixing colours. They have studied the work of 

the artists Piet Mondrian, Paul Klee and 

Jackson Pollock and worked with different 

materials to create pieces of artwork in a 

range of abstract styles.  

Class 3 

 

Class 4 have been having a brilliant time looking at different artists during their Art lessons. They have even learnt about a 
photographer, who makes artwork out of food! They then enjoyed the challenge of designing and sewing fruit softies and 
improved their sewing skills. In Science, Class 4 have been     excited to learn about different states of matter. They have prac-
tised behaving like ‘solids’, ‘liquids’ and ‘gases’ and have found a range of materials that are in these varied states. They are 
now in the process of designing experiments into changes of state. Well done for being super scientists, Class 4!  

Class 2 have been working very hard over the last couple of 
weeks. They have been learning all about money in Maths 
and in English they have been writing non-chronological 
reports all about Brown bears. They have also been working 
very hard to learn 
their lines and the 
songs for our      
nativity. Well done 
Class 2, another 
super half term.  


