
We have had an excellent start to the school year and it is amazing that we are already in October.  
The children and staff have been working incredibly hard. KS1 has been implementing our new phonics scheme 
‘Little Wandle’ and we have invested heavily in new books and resources. Staff have gone above and beyond to 
access training and make sure that they are teaching this expertly.  
There is a big focus on Science in school and working scientifically. We look forward to our upcoming Science 
assembly and Science club next half term. The clubs have been a huge success with children enjoying Spanish, 
Gardening and Lego to name a few. We will continue to offer a variety of clubs throughout the year.  
Maths is also a focus and we are looking at reasoning and encouraging mathematical talk and discussion. The 
library is huge success and it is wonderful to see so many parents and children using this and encouraging a love 
for reading.  
Please remember to park safely away from school, children should not be bringing backpacks into school (we 
don’t have the space!), school shoes must be worn and school PE kit must be worn (Plain navy with a school logo 
PE top) and please label your child’s belongings.  
Many thanks for your ongoing support.  

 

October 2021 

Message from Mrs Gardiner 

 

 

Facebook and Twitter 
 

We are now updating the Twitter and Facebook pages regularly, 

please follow us on : 

@westvaleacademy  

       

West Vale Academy    

Contact update 

Please could you ensure that all your contact information is up to 

date with school.  If you change your address or mobile numbers we 

Dates for your Diary   

Weds 13th Oct Open Evening 

Tuesday 19th Oct Individual photos for children taken in 

school 

Wednesday 20th Oct Pumpkin Competition £1 entry winner 

per class 

Thursday 21st Oct PFA Halloween Disco 

Friday 22nd Oct Break up for Half term 

Monday 1st Nov Training day 

Tuesday 2nd Nov New term starts today 

Tuesday 2nd/3rdNov Parents Evening 

Friday 12th Nov PFA Non Uniform Day 

Friday 19th Nov Children in Need  

Friday  3rd Dec Christmas Fayre 5pm—7pm 

  

  

Big Thank You !!! 
 

Thank you to Longmill Carpets for donating the rug in the rainbow 

room.   



         Need Support?  - Numbers you may find useful 
Women’s Domestic Violence – 0808 2000 247 Men’s Domestic Violence Helpline - 0808 801 0327   Childline - 0800 1111  

NSPCC 24 hour free phone service - 0808 800 5000    Police (if not urgent)- 101    Women's refuge – 0845 155 1485 Social Services – 01422 393336 

  Safeguarding Children—If you are ever concerned about any child please speak to Mrs Gardiner or Mrs Lawrence 

 

Class 2 

 

 

West Vale have really enjoyed celebrating Harvest this year. 
We have had in Open Book to deliver a special Harvest As-
sembly where they talked to us about all the good qualities 
we can harvest in our selves. We have also collected food 
for Elland Food Bank and they were extremely grateful for 
all your kind donations. Thank you  

Class 4 

Class 3 have been having an exciting time getting settled into 
KS2 and the classroom. They have enjoyed exploring the 
calming reading area and sharing some of their stories. They 
have also loved meeting the new therapy tortoises, Terry 
and June. In Maths, they have been working exceptionally 
well with their addition and subtraction. Well done Class 3!  

Class 5 

Class Five have completed some fabulous descriptive writing 
about a   magician from our class book, ‘Leon and the Place 
Between’. They used some super sentence structures and 
some amazing vocabulary. Mr Baker was so pleased with the 
high quality of writing. Elsewhere in the curriculum, they 
have been going to Heath Rugby Club for   rugby sessions, 
and they have begun a new topic on the history of the local  
area.  

Class 6 

It has been a busy few weeks again in Class 6. We have been 

learning about and writing setting descriptions of South Ameri-

ca favelas to link with our book 'Trash'. The children have done 

an   amazing job of using personification, relative clauses and 

prepositions to do this. Their vocabulary 

has been very impressive! In Maths they 

have began our work on fractions. The 

children have worked hard to learn the 

steps needed to simplify a fraction.  Class 

6 have began to study the  colourful 

work of Beatriz Milhazes in order to   

produce their own collagraph print. They made observations of 

the shapes the artist uses and impressed me with their ability to 

focus and concentrate in their Art   lesson. They have continued 

to work exceptionally hard in our swimming and PE lessons.  

Class 1 

Class one 

In Class One they have been reading the story Odd Dog Out. The children have sequenced 

events from the story, discussed the feelings of the characters and also were able to meet the 

author, Rob Biddulph, in a live video stream as part of the Reading is Magic festival. The children 

have been busy in the continuous provision getting to know each other and exploring the      

exciting activities in our classroom.   
 

Class 3 

Class 4 have been extremely busy over the last few weeks. They have been immersing 
themselves into the Roman Era, by exploring their class book ‘Escape from Pompeii’. 
They have worked in teams to expand their vocabulary and created some excellent 
setting descriptions. They have also started their   history topic on the Romans. The   
children have been impersonating some of the Roman Emperors and taken part in the 
decision-making stage before they invaded Britannia. They have learnt about the   
changes to infrastructure, such as the Roman aqueducts and experienced life at the 

Roman Baths. They will continue to explore more of what Roman   Britain has to offer!  


