
 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,                                                                                                                                                                              23nd July 2021 

I just wanted to write to say a huge thank you to all our parents, carers, children and school community. This has been an incredibly 
difficult year but we have come through it and in true West Vale style, we are smiling at the other end.  
 
We did so well not closing any bubbles for so long and it’s unfortunate, but also a credit to our staff, parents and pupils and the 
procedures put in place that we only closed over that last month. Thank you for the support from all of you and your amazing efforts 
to continue to access learning at home remotely. The teachers and support staff did an amazing job and I am proud of everyone’s 
efforts.  
 
We have had many successes over the year and we are proud that our school continues to go from strength to strength. We will 
continue to build on this next year, in what I hope will be a ‘normal’ year. We have developed the curriculum and made links with 
local businesses and councillors and projects in order to interact with the community. 
 
Over summer, work will be completed on the school library and we have ordered new dining room furniture for the children. There 
will also be work completed in the school building and Mr Galloway will be busy ensuring the building is looking amazing for a new 
school year in September. 
 
Our incredibly generous neighbours, Sheards Packaging, are completing work on Mrs Warner’s Secret Garden and this will include 
clearing the growth from the Secret Garden, clearing the ground, relining and graveling, creating a working area for children, 
replanting the centre planter, one half will be ornamental (including roses), the second half will be sensory (herbs, lavender etc), 
planting summer flowers to attract insects, butterflies and bees and finally installing some bird boxes, bug hotels etc. We will also be 
moving the plaques of Antony Wright and Joan McCambridge into the garden.  
 
The PFA have continued to be active and have donated money for the year 6 fun day inflatable and their leavers’ books. We are lucky 
to have such an amazing, proactive group who have mapped out a series of events for next year. More news to follow. We will also 
be spending some of the funds to develop our playground. We are looking at developing creative outdoor spaces. If you have any 
skills or work for companies that would be interested in helping with this then please do contact school and help us make the 
outdoors as amazing as it possibly can be.  
 
We will be looking to have volunteers in school from September. If this is something you are interested in doing please contact Mrs 
Gunter in the office. Mrs Gunter has done a fantastic job this year. Often working beyond her hours on an evening and a weekend to 
ensure that the school is running smoothly and parents are notified. She always does it with a smile on her face and we would truly 
be lost without her.  
 
Seesaw has been a huge success this year and has been an amazing way for us to communicate with you and for you to see what your 
children are doing in school. Please make sure you check on here for any information and share your child’s report with them. Also 
any successes that children have at home, please do share this with school.  
 
Swimming will hopefully start in September. This is a life skill that everyone needs. If your child can’t swim, then it is a fun activity to 
do as a family and I would encourage you to take advantage of this over the summer holidays. Go along to the local pools and help 
them to become confident with this.  
 
Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank every member of staff. Our incredible lunchtime staff ensure that dinners run 
smoothly, OOSC staff ensure that we have excellent wrap around provision for our busy families, teaching and support staff have 
created so many memories and wonderful teaching experiences, the office and grounds staff ensure school is running smoothly and 
communication is high and Senior Leaders work incredible hard to lead and develop school. Everyone deserves a restful and 
enjoyable summer break .I hope you have a lovely summer and once again thank you for continued to support. I look forward to 
seeing you all in September. Please remember that school opens on Tuesday 7th September at 8.50am and closes at 3pm for Class 1 
and 2 and 3.10pm for KS2. 

 
Mrs F Gardiner 
Principal 


