
 

It is unbelievable to think that I am writing this in May, we are really flying through this school year. In the first week back 

after Easter, we had a school improvement visit from Great Heights MAT. I am pleased to report they are delighted with our 

school. They looked at the quality of teaching, this really impressed them, along with the progress children are making. They 

were impressed with the work that we have done on the curriculum, it is well thought out, knowledge based and with us  

identifying those strong learning characteristics of independence, resilience and pride. Most of all they were impressed with 

the children and how they spoke about school, how they know who they can talk to and how and what they learn. We shared 

with them our success with remote learning and how fortunate we are to have such fantastic parents and carers who fully 

support school. They loved the clubs that the children can attend and how committed we are to providing these. They were 

impressed with the hard work and commitment of everyone at West Vale, children, staff and parents who all work               

together.  We will also be having a SEN review and a Safeguarding review in the coming weeks which we are confident will be 

just as successful. 

We would like to hear your thoughts about our school and ask that as many of you as possible complete the questionnaire. It 

should only take a few minutes to complete and will be really beneficial for us to have your views to help support us in our 

continual drive towards excellence. 

Please click on the link https://forms.office.com/r/hweM4v86LB We will also share this link on Seesaw.  

 

 

May 2021 

Message from Mrs Gardiner 

 

 

Parent Hub is a free app that helps keep you up to date with what’s going on at school.  Please ensure you have downloaded 

the app otherwise you may be missing out on important information. 

Please visit the website for instructions and look for the ‘Parents’ tab and ‘how we communicate’ to find out how to        

download the app or click on the link below/ type into your browser.  

https://www.westvaleacademy.org.uk/parents/how-we-communicate/ 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/hweM4v86LB


         Need Support?  - Numbers you may find useful 
Women’s Domestic Violence – 0808 2000 247 Men’s Domestic Violence Helpline - 0808 801 0327   Childline - 0800 1111  

NSPCC 24 hour free phone service - 0808 800 5000    Police (if not urgent)- 101    Women's refuge – 0845 155 1485   
Social Services – 01422 393336 

Safeguarding Children—If you are ever concerned about any child please speak to Mrs Gardiner or  Mrs Lawrence 

Class 2 

The children in Class 3 have had 

another busy week! In their     

English lessons, they have all been 

learning about persuasive texts. 

They have all been working hard 

to write their own persuasive 

letters 

to the 

council to persuade them to plant 

more flowers. We hope we get a 

reply or better yet...they plant 

more trees and flowers!  

Class 4 

Recently in Art Class 4 have been looking at body and form. 
They studied body and form artists such as Julian Opie,  
practiced drawing figures in pen, then had a go at bending 
wire frames and applied clay to 
create their own body and form 
statues. They had great fun! 
Here are some of our works in 
progress. 
 
Class 4 have also been 
completing yoga as part of PE. They have weekly sessions on 
a Tuesday practising flow yoga and holding different stretches 
for 30 seconds. They have also practised calming techniques 
and love how calming it can be! 

Class 5 

Class 5 have been learning all about materials in Science. They 

firstly began by identifying the various properties of materials. 

They have  developed their ability to form and test               

hypotheses, by carrying out investigations. They have learnt 

about solutions, and have created their own experiments to 

investigate the factors that can affect the rate that sugar   

dissolves in water. They 

have learnt about how to  

separate mixtures and put 

their skills to the test to    

separate various different 

mixtures independently. 

Well done Class 5 for being super scientists! 

In Class 2, this half term, they have been learning how to 

code. In computing, they have used Espresso to help us     

program cars,  princesses and rockets! The children had to 

create codes to make their character move and disappear! 

They have also been practicing typing skills 

using the chrome books. The children have 

typed sentences, changed the font and size 

of their text and created tables. They have 

also enjoyed taking part 

in the Daily Mile. 

Well done Class 2   

Class 1 

Class 1 have been extremely busy this half term. They have 
been learning all about different traditional tales. The       
children have been retelling the story of 'The Three Little 
Pigs' as well as describing the characters. Also, the children 
have been participating in dance lessons where they have 
been dancing and retelling the story of 'Jack and the        
Beanstalk.  

Class 3 

Class 6 

Class 6 have had some super afternoons working with the 
poet Winston Plowes and the musician Paul Harding. They 
are half way through a series of workshops for which the 
theme is 'Change', which is a fabulous way to prepare for the 
transition to secondary school at the end of this  academic 
year. The children produced some 
great poetry and wrote some       
brilliant  minimalist music using the 
iPads. They are  really looking       
forward to the next round of     
workshops.  


