
 

 

 

 

Friday 12th February 2021 

Dear Parents and carers, 

What a half term we have had! We have all been tested in so many ways over the last 6 weeks but in 
true West Vale style we have pulled together to work through it. Lockdown has been challenging for 
all. I’d like to thank my staff who have continued to teach in school and provided excellent remote 
learning for the children at home. A huge thank you to all those amazing parents who have continually 
supported their child(ren) with their remote learning. Thank you to all of you who are playing your 
part to keep us all safe. We are fortunate to have such a fantastic group of parents who work with us 
to ensure that each child achieves their potential.  

We always report on your child’s progress every half term, through a report or parents evening. As we 
are in very different circumstances to normal, we will not be sending out a written report this half 
term. Staff and home have continued to communicate effectively face to face, through phone calls 
and on seesaw, on a regular basis. This feedback and communication will take the place of any paper 
report this half term. 

Staff have taken on the lateral flow testing this half term which involves self-testing twice a week. It is 
not a pleasant experience however staff are committed to keeping school open, providing a service 
for those who really need us, whilst also keeping their own families and loved ones protected. 

Speaking of loved ones. This term hit us with the devastating news of Mrs Warner’s passing. Staff are 
still coming to terms with the news. She was such a bundle of fun and really lit up our school. We will 
do something to honour what a remarkable person she was, when we all return. In the meantime, 
please do send in your messages and memoires so we can collate a special keepsake for her family.  

Well-being Wednesday has proved to be an overwhelming success and something we will do again 
next half term. Thursday 4th March is World Book Day and we will be creative in how we can celebrate 
our love of books. It will be another non screen day but the focus will be on books and the love of 
reading. More information will be sent out by Mr Baker. 

All that is left for me to say is a big thank you for all your kind words and support over this difficult half 
term. Let us hope that things start to look up over the coming weeks and we can all be together in 
school again soon. 

Fiona Gardiner 

 


